Tlps from the Autl'lor

Over in the Arctic offers some wondertul opportunities for extended
activities. Here are a few suggestions:

 Ten different verbs were used in the story to show how each
animal behaves. Act them out as you read or sing the story.

* Ask: What were the ten parents called as babies?

* Discuss: Which creatures in this book migrate? Which ones
stay in the Arctic all year?

® Compare ears, noses, tails and toes of Arctic animals to some
animals living in warm habitats.

* To find out how blubber keeps an
animal warm, fill a zip-lock sandwich
bag 1/, full with Crisco shortening.
Flatten it down and then place it into
another zip-lock bag. Place your hand
palm down into the second bag so
that the layer of the Crisco-filled
bag covers your palm. Place your
covered hand in a bowl of ice water.
Now put your bare hand in the bowl.
Feel the difference?
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Let it snow!

® On a winter walk, identify animal tracks.

e Fill spray bottles with water and drops of food coloring.
Paint on the snow.

® Freeze some black construction paper so vou have it ready for
the next snow fall. Go outside and let some snowflakes fall on
the frozen paper. Examine them with a magnifying glass.

* Where it doesn't snow, make pretend snow pictures by mixing an
equal amount of white glue and foam shaving cream in a plastic
bowl. Use a small paintbrush or a Q-tip and make an Arctic
snow picture on dark blue construction paper. When the picture
has dried, the shaving cream will be puffy, just like real snow!

Arctic bool(marlﬁs

isit the “Educator Tools” link at www.dawnpub.com to get
reproducible bookmarks of four Arctic animals in this book that

you can share with your readers.
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I would love to hear from teachers and parentswith creative ways to
use this book. My website is: www.marianneberkes.com.




