rEl)s from tl'le I”ustrator

The illustrations for this book were created using

layers of cut paper. In my studio I have a rainbow of
decorative paper to choose from. There are solid col-
ored papers and papers with textures that range from

deep embossed lines to delicate swirls. There are
papers with all sorts of patterns like Japanese (lorals,
bold dots and intricate prints.

After researching the animals and their habitats,
[ make a detailed drawing of each illustration. Using a

copy of my drawing as a pattern, | cut each piece out
of decorative paper. Sometimes I use a toothpick to glue down small pieces. Then | spread a very thin layver

of glue to assemble the elements. I then put the whole thing between two sheets of acetate and press it together
under the heaviest books I have. This assures that each finished piece will lie flat. It's like putting a puzzle
together! Each animal is made up of a variety of glued-together shapes. All the animals are glued to the
background. [ finish with colored pencils and pastels to add details, shading and emphasis.

You can see a photo ol the walrus art on my desk, along with a copy of my drawing that | used for a pattern.
You can make a collage of your own. Although most of the paper | use comes from art supply stores, vou can
find interesting paper all around: in magazines, wrapping paper, or origami paper. Even the lines on
notebook paper can be cut and rearranged to make interesting patterns. Look around for inspiration and

use vour imagination!

Making snowflakes is a fun and simple thing to do! Start with a square paper.
Fold it in half diagonally. Fold it in half diagonally again. Once more, fold in half
diagonally. Then cut out random shapes from the top and both sides. Open it to
see your snowtlake, tape ribbon to one of its points, and hang it up, perhaps in
front of your window. As you make more snowflakes, make the cuts different and
you will have lots of different designs. In nature, snowtlakes have six points. But
it's difficult to make a six-pointed snowtlake with folded paper. These are beautiful
even though they have four points.




